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Batelco Selects Ciena to Build New Batelco Gulf Network 
**Batelco Gulf Network Cable System to Connect all GCC Countries and Beyond** 

 

Manama, Bahrain: Batelco, Bahrain Telecommunications Company, the leading digital services provider in 

the Kingdom of Bahrain, has selected Ciena’s (NYSE: CIEN) Converged Packet Optical Platform as the 

foundation for the new Batelco Gulf Network (BGN). The BGN runs over a state-of-the-art Optical Transfer 

Network (OTN) to meet the demand for reliable and cost effective high bandwidth connectivity and capacity 

for Batelco customers and international carriers’ wholesale needs, supporting up to 8.8Tbps and beyond.  

The BGN cable system will be connecting all the countries across the GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) in the 

Arabian Gulf region. Consumers and businesses across the GCC are consuming more OTT (Over-The-Top) 

content such as HD video and services from local and international providers, driving demand for additional 

high-speed connectivity services. 

The BGN terrestrial fibre cable extends 1,400km and is managed by Batelco with full control and 

manageability and can be interconnected with other regional and global cable systems for access to onward 

connectivity to Europe, Asia, Africa and the rest of the world. 

Batelco Bahrain CEO Mohamed Bubashait said that Batelco chose to invest in the Batelco Gulf Network as a 

fully owned and managed terrestrial fiber optic cable network, thus providing the country with a new state-

of-the-art international gateway that will enable Bahrain to meet the growing demand for data services and 

applications. 

Batelco Chief Global Business Officer Adel Al-Daylami noted, “The BGN is a reliable alternative to more 

vulnerable submarine cables, all with scalable capacity and the shortest inter-Gulf latency. This new 

partnership with Ciena will enable us to achieve all of this.” 

Ciena Vice President and General Manager EMEA, Keri Gilder said, “Ciena is delighted to partner with 

Batelco on the Batelco Gulf Network, which will enhance communications and deliver world class 

networking services for customers, and position Bahrain as a regional leader and innovator in telecoms 

services. Ciena is committed to supporting Batelco through our extensive global experience and expertise, 

and comprehensive professional services in the region, to deliver highly secure and reliable connectivity to 

Batelco and its customers.” 
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This press release has been issued by Batelco Corporate Affairs department.   
For further information, please contact Batelco Public Relations Office 
 Public.Relations@btc.com.bh / Fax +973 17611898 
 
Ciena Contact: 
Jamie Moody 
pr@ciena.com / PH: +1 (410) 694-5700 
 
Investor Contact: 
Gregg Lampf 
ir@ciena.com / +1 (410) 694-5700 
 

 

About Batelco 
 

Batelco Group, headquartered in the Kingdom of Bahrain is listed on the Bahrain Bourse. Batelco has played 
a pivotal role in the country's development as a major communications hub and today is the leading 
integrated communications’ provider, continuing to lead and shape the local consumer market and the 
enterprise ICT market. Batelco has been growing overseas via investing in other market-leading fixed and 
wireless operators.  

Batelco Group has evolved from being a regional Middle Eastern operation to become a major 
communications company with direct and indirect investments across 14 geographies, namely Bahrain, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt, Guernsey, Jersey, Isle of Man, Maldives, Diego Garcia, St. 
Helena, Ascension Island and the Falkland Islands.   

www.batelco.com 
www.batelcogroup.com 
 
 
About Ciena 
Ciena (NYSE: CIEN) is a network strategy and technology company. We translate best-in-class technology 
into value through a high-touch, consultative business model – with a relentless drive to create exceptional 
experiences measured by outcomes. For updates on Ciena, follow us on Twitter @Ciena, LinkedIn, the Ciena 
Insights blog, or visit www.ciena.com. 

 

Note to Ciena Investors 
You are encouraged to review the Investors section of our website, where we routinely post press releases, SEC filings, 

recent news, financial results, and other announcements. From time to time we exclusively post material information to 

this website along with other disclosure channels that we use. This press release contains certain forward-looking 

statements that are based on our current expectations, forecasts, information and assumptions. These statements involve 

inherent risks and uncertainties. Actual results or outcomes may differ materially from those stated or implied, as a result 

of risks and uncertainties, including those detailed in our most recent annual or quarterly report filed with the SEC. 

Forward-looking statements include statements regarding our expectations, beliefs, intentions or strategies and can be 

identified by words such as "anticipate," "believe," "could," "estimate," "expect," "intend," "may," "should," "will," and 

"would" or similar words. Ciena assumes no obligation to update the information included in this press release, whether 

as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 

mailto:Public.Relations@btc.com.bh
mailto:pr@ciena.com
mailto:ir@ciena.com
http://www.batelco.com/
http://www.batelco.com/
https://twitter.com/Ciena
https://twitter.com/Ciena
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ciena
http://www.ciena.com/connect/blog/
http://www.ciena.com/connect/blog/
http://www.ciena.com/
http://www.ciena.com/investors

